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Westcliff University Similarity Policy for Dissertations

Dissertations accepted by Westclift University must be original work, as evidenced by the Turnitin
Similarity Report generated by the final dissertation. This report will exclude quotes, references, and small
matches (under five (5) words). Regardless of overall similarity rating, the Report must be thoroughly reviewed
by the student and the Dissertation Chair before the dissertation is approved. Generally, 15% will be considered
the maximum acceptable level on the Similarity Report, but dissertations will not be approved if continuous

blocks of text are flagged by the report without proper citation.



